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THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead?— Rom. xi. 15. 
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Proceedings of the American Society for the Melioration of the 
Condition of the Jews. 


The fifth Anniversary of the A. S. M. C. J. was held at the 
Session room of the Canal-street Church, at 10 o’clock A. M. 
on Friday, May 11th, 1827. 

The Hon. S. V. 8. Wilder, one of the Vice-Presidents, was 
called to the Chair; and the meeting was opened with prayer by 
the Rev. James I. Ostrum. 

The Treasurer’s Report for the past year was read and accepted, 
and the Report of the Auditing Committee is as follows, viz :-— 

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s accounts re- 
port, that they have discharged the duty assigned them, and find 
his accounts correct, and all supported with proper vouchers. 
There has been received into the emery the past year, the sum 
of twelve hundred and sixty-six dollars and forty cents, and paid 
out on orders, &c. fifteen hundred and ninety-two dollars, leaving 
abalance on this year’s business in favour of the Treasurer of 
three hundred and twenty-six dollars. 

That the balance in the Treasury on 12th May, 1826, by report 
of Committee, was fifteen thousand five hundred and eleven dol- 
lars 96 cents, on which will be on 15th May next, $900 interest, 
from which is to be deducted two brokerages of one quarter per 
cent each, is $75 and loss of 20 days’ interest, which money was 
returned, $50, leaves a balance of interest 15th May, of $775, 
but deducting $450 not due till 15th May, leaves fifteen thousand 
five hundred and ten dollars 16 cents now in the Treasury. 

New-York, 27th April, 1827. 

E. Burritt, 
L. Cuapman, 


The Annual Report which had been adopted in the Board by 
a vote of 13 to 8, was then read by the Rev. Matthias Bruen, the 
Secretary for Domestic Correspondence, when a motion wasmade ‘ae 
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Committee. 
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to adopt the same, and have it printed under the direction of 
the Domestic Secretary ; which motion was rejected by a vote 
of 41 to 17, as follows, viz :-— 





























Yeas. L. Chapman, 
Rev. T. McAuley, D. D. Dr. W. F. Piatt, 
Rev.W. Stafford, Samuel Brower, 
Rev. G. Spring, D. D. Rev. P. Van Zandt, Jun. 
Mr. Stone, Henry Marsh, 
Rev. W. Patton, J. McLaughlin, 
Rev. Mr. Hewit, Rev. W. C. Brownlee, D. D. 
Rev. Mr. Eaton, Mr. Jones, 
Rev. E. W. Baldwin, D. F. Lee, 
G. Nixon, Dr. H. C. Thorp, 
Rev. S. H. Cox, R. J. Whittemore, 
Mr. Hallock, E. Burrill, 
M. Wilbur, Rev. S. E. Vermilye, 
J.J. Gibson, Wm. Woodruff, 
Dr. Weed, Asa Butman, 
C. Starr, Rev. R. McCartee, 
Rev. A. Peters, R. Lowery, 
Rev. M. Bruen. R. A. Stryker, 

Nays. Rev. J. Brodhead, D. D. 

Wm. Keyly, Geo. Wilson, 
I. M. Dow, Rev. A. McLeod, D. D. 
John Little, Esq. Rev. W. Roy, 
Joseph Tucker, Rev. J. 5S. C. F. Frey, 
I. G. Kip, Rev. Mr. Williams, 
Rev. Mr. Roberts, C. Agnew, 
Rev. Mr. Johnson, Rev. C. D. Westbrook. 
D.S. Lyon, J. G. Dyckman, 
Rev. S. N. Rowan, D. D. D. P. Champlin, 
D. Boardman, Esq. Mr. Kuypers, 


Rev. W. McMurray, D. D. Dr. J. Hanson. 

The Society then proceeded to the choice of officers for the 
ensuing year ; when the Rev. Drs. Rowan, McLeod, and McMur- 
ray, and the Rev. T. E. Vermilye, were appointed to make out 
a ticket to be submitted to the Society. 

The Committee reported, and their report was adopted : and 
the following persons were declared to be duly elected as officer: 
of the A. S. M.C. J. viz :— 


PRESIDENT. 
Hon. John Savage, Chief Justice of the State of New-York. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon De Witt Clinton, 
Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, 
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Rev. Alex. McLeod, D. D. 

Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, D. D. 

Rev. R. McCartee, 

Rev. Alex. Proudfit, D. D. 

Rev. S. Blatchford, D. D. 

Rev. P. Milledoler, D. D. President Rutgers College, 

Rev. J. Day, D. D. President Yale College, 

Rev. J. Carnahan, D. D. President Princeton College, 
Rev. E. Nott, D. D. President Union College, 

Rev. Jacob Brodhead, D. D. Sec. for For. Correspondence. 
Rev. Eli Baldwin, Secretary for Domestic Correspondence. 
Dr. W. F. Piatt, Recording Secretary. 


OTHER DIRECTORS. 


Count D’Espenville, D. L. Rodgers, 
Wm. Roy, A. Tappan, 

Joseph Sands, M. Wilbur, 

J. W. Schinidt, Richard A. Stryker, 
J. C. Zimmerman, Abm. Van Nest, 

H. Ghann, R. M. Blatchford, 
Philip Hone, Joseph Varick, 
John Pintard, Dr, J. R. B. Rogers, 
George Suckly, Robert Blake, 
Cornelius Agnew, Thos. Suffern, 
George Wilson, D. F. Lee, 

D.S. Lyon, John Tait, 

J. G. Dykman, John R. Murray, 
Thos. Pringle, John Macomb, 

E. Burrill, Geo. Zabriskie, 

S. Thompson, Rufus Davenport, 
John Nixon, Henry Marsh. 

L. Loomis, 


The Hon. Mr. Wilder then resigned his seat to the Rev. Dr. 
Brownlee, one of the Vice-Presidents elect: when the Society 

roceeded to the consideration of a recommendation of the 

oard to alter the 3d Article of the Constitution. 

The proposed alteration was unanimously adopted, and the 
3d Article of the Constitution, as amended, is as follows, viz :— 


ARTICLE Iil. 


Every person paying one dollar, entrance money, and one dol- 
lar annually, shall be a member. Every person poying fifteen 
dollars at one time, shall be a member for life. Every person 
paying annually five dollars shall be an honorary Director; and 
a donation of fifty dollars at one time, shall constitute an hono- 
tary Director for life, who may sit as corresponding members, 
but not vote at the meetings of the Board. 

The Society then adjourned, and was concluded with Prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Brownlee. 
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JOSEPH WOLFE’S APPEAL TO HIS BRETHREN—THE JEWS oF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


My Dear Brethren—You will probably have heard that I re- 
turned two months ago from the land of our forefathers, from 
the land of Persia. My feet stood within the gates of Jerusalem, 
whither the tribes went up, the tribes of the Lord! And I saw 
that city which was so highly favored by the Lord, now sitting 
solitary. Our poor brethren are going every Friday to a wall 
on the west side of the temple, which wall they believe to be a 
remnant of the ancient temple, where they sit down and weep, 
and put off their shoes, and read portions of Moses and the Pro- 
phets. I saw there an old blind Jew sitting at the Temple; I 
asked him, ‘‘ Why do you come here?” he ey ag * On this 
spot resided David our King, and Solomon our King. Now, on 
account of the abundance of our sins, all ye that pass by, be- 
hold and see!”’ | was kindly received by many of them, and [ 
proclaimed to them Jesus of Nazareth, and exhorted them to 
look on Him whom they have pierced, and mourn. I went into 
their houses, and sang with them their Hebrew hymns, and walked 
about with the little children of Zion, upon the literal Mount 
Zion, and went with them to the Sepulchres of Rachel our mo- 
ther, and of the prophets Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi, and to 
the court of the prison of Jeremiah, and read with them the pro- 
phets, and endeavoured to prove to them that Jesus of Nazareth 
was that child which was born, and that son which was given to 
us, whose name is Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, Isa. ix.6. 1 conversed 
with them on the dispensation of God with his people in ancient 
time, how the Lord our God appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and revealed to them his plans of choosing theirdescendants 
as his people beloved, and by manifesting himself in the flesh, and 
giving his life a ransom, to become the salvation of all the ends of 
the earth. | sympathised with our brethren about the disobe- 
dience and stubbornness of our nation, and how, from year to year, 
Jerusalem was disgraced and decayed in her glory ; and then! 
exhorted them to believe in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I went next to Ur of the Chaldees, the birth-place of Abraham, 
and from thence to Nineveh and to Babylon, and from Babylon 
to Persia, and from Persia to Curtisdan, and from Curtisdan to 
Georgia; every where exhorting Jews to look on Jesus our 
brother and our God, whom our ancestors have pierced, and 
mourn ; and every where exhorting Gentiles not to boast against 
you, the natural branches, but rather to behold in you the severity 
of God; though toward them (the Gentiles) the goodness o! 
the Lord, if they continue in his goodness; if not, they shall 
likewise be cut off. And then I came to Ireland, where I sawa 
Christian Church polluted and defiled—a Church which believe: 
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herself to be rich, while she is poor and miserable. 1 saw there 
a Church of the new dispensation which has sunk, and has been 
cut off for the very same reason for which our Church, the 
Church of Judea, has been cut off; for, alas! just as the Church 
of Judea began to be proud of the magnificence of her Temple, 
and forgot the Lord of the Temple, thus the Romish Church 
every where boasts of her Church, and has forgotten the Lord 
and Head of the Church; so the Church of Judea began to 
neglect the Commandments of God, and to substitute for them 
the precepts of men; in like manner the Church of Rome neg- 
lected and perverted the pure word of the Gospel, and substitut- 
ed for it cunningly-devised fables, invented by her doctors; and 
just as the Rabbies of old attributed to themselves infallibility, 
so the doctors of the Church of Rome do the same, and more; 
they have defiled their temples, where the Lord Jesus Christ was 
worshipped in the first centuries of Christianity, in spirit and in 
truth, with Pagan superstition and Pagan idolatry. 

I saw the Popish Church in Ireland, and exhorted her mem- 
bers to return to Jesus, her bridegroom, and to come out of Ba- 
bylon and be separate. And now, having arrived again in Eng- 
land, after an absence of five years and six months, | beseech 
you, my dear brethren, for the sake of the promises given to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacoh—for the sake of the prophecies pre- 
dicted respecting Jesus of Nazareth—for the sake of the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ which he has shed for us on the 
cross, by which blood you receive forgiveness of sins, and which 
blood speaks better things than the blood of Abel—and for the 
sake of your own souls, your immortal souls, hear the voice of 
your brother coming from Palestine, and return to Jesus, the 
Lord our God. “ Kiss the Son, lest he be angry’’—return, re- 
turn, and it shall be well with you all the days of your life— it 
shall be well with you at the hour of death, and it shall be well 
with you in eternity. First, it shall be well with you in life; 
for being justified by faith in Jesus Christ, you will have peace 
with Gud, through our Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God; and not only so, but you shall 
glory in tribulation alseo—you shall have joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ! Christ shall be with you in death! for 
hear the comfortable words of the Spirit dictated to the pen of 
our brother Paul :—“ In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed; for this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality ; so when this corruptible shall have put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal shal] have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written—death 1s 
swallowed up in victory! Oh death, where is thy sting ?—Oh 
grave, where is thy victory °” 
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Such thoughts will be consolation to you, my brethren, in the 
hour of death, if you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, for he 
is the resurrection and the life, and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in him, shall never die. 

And it shall be well with you in eternity! for you shall be 
with Christ, the Lamb of God, the High and Lofty One that in- 
habiteth eternity! You shall enjoy a blessed eternity, where all 
tears are wiped away, and sorrow is unknown! You shall walk 
in the light, for Jesus Christ shall be your light! You shall have 
life, and Jesus Christ shall be your life! 

And you shall be a royal diadem in the hand of the Lord ! 

My dear brethren!—When a boy, my father taught me to 
pray in evening time, to “the Angel who hath redeemed me 

from all evil!” Jesus Christ, my brethren, is that Angel, who 
has redeemed me from all evil, and he went before me in the 
wilderness of Arabia; and among the wild Arabs. It was a 
joy to me to know that that Angel of the Covenant is with me, 
and watcheth over me! and that Angel in the wilderness has 
brought me back to England, to call on you to rise from your 
spiritual slumber, before you enter that doleful city—the city of 
everlasting wo—with that people lost for ever, where hope never 
comes! 

Arise, thou sleeper, and call on Jesus Christ, thy God! Bre- 
thren, I saw those Jews at Aleppo and Antioch, who were taken 
away by an earthquake in a moment—in a moment when they 
were not awake—they had no longer time to read, to search 
Moses and the Prophets! they were taken away and carried 
before the great Judge—and their being sons of Abraham will 
not save them, if their hearts, which were without form, and void, 
were not enlightened by the Spirit and created anew, and 
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ! 

Children of Israel, scattered throughout England, Ireland, and 
Scotland ! it is time; for the day is far spent, and the night is 
at hand—hear the voice of the watchman of the tower! “ Re- 
turn ye! come, come to our Lord Jesus Christ, for his king- 
dom will come, and his will be done on earth, as it is done in 


heaven !” Josern Wotre, 
Missionary for Palestine and Persia. 


Jews in Constantinople. 


A letter, dated Constantinople, December 1, 1826, says, 
“ Three Jews, who have been converted to Christianity by the 
English Clergymen, were arrested last night; they have been 
taken before the Grand Vizier, and on their refusal to abjure 
their new religion, have been taken back to prison. ‘The rigour 
with which they are treated, proceeds also from their having 
laid aside the costume of Rajahs, and put on the European 


dress,” 
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EIGHTEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the dews, read at the 
Annual Meeting, May Sth, 1826. 


Continued from page 64. 


Your Committee will now direct your attention to the progress 
of the cause in the kingdom of 


Prussia. 


They have great satisfaction in reporting, that his Prussian 
Majesty continues most efficiently to patronize the Society, es- 
tablished in Berlin, for the promotion of Christianity amongst 
the Jews. Asa proof of this, it need only be mentioned, that 
all letters, papers, and parcels connected with the cause, pass by 
his command free of expense throughout his dominions, and 
that he has ordained, that all candidates for the ministry shall be 
well instructed in Hebrew, to qualify them to be missionaries to 
the Jews in their respective parishes. With still greater thank- 
fulness your Committee add, that the blessing cf the King of 
kings has apparently rested on the labours of this, as yet, infant 
Society. Of the truth of this assertion, the communications 
which have been transmitted by that valuable agent of the So- 
ciety, Professor Tholuck, since his return to Berlin, afford abun- 
dant testimony. In presenting you with a summary account of 
that testimony, your Committee do not forget the necessity there 
is for receiving with due caution, accounts of so encouraging a 
nature. ‘They are well aware, that there ever have been, and 
still are, stony ground hearers, who for a while believe, and in 
the time of temptation fall away; and that out of four classes 
described by the Saviour, only one is represented as bringing 
forth fruit to perfection. But while this truth is borne in mind, 
and every deduction made which it suggests, your Committee 
still see enough, in what has occurred in Prussia, to animate hope 
and excite thankfulness. 

Your Committee Jearn from the Professor, that the Berlin So- 
ciety has received, during the past year, some valuable new 
members, and that their income has not decreased. Advice has 
recently been received, that a second missionary is about to co- 
operate with Mr. Hzendes, on whose labours hitherto there has 
evidently been a blessing. He has been received by the Jews, 
in his late journies, with a cordiality similar to that recorded in 
the last Report, and many have, by his ministry, been appa- 
rently awakened to a concern for their souls. For the whole of 
Mr. Hendes’ Journal, your Committee must refer to the Appen- 
dix of this Report; but one circumstance is of so unusual and 
encouraging a nature, that they extract it in this place :— 

“ In Strzellno, the magistrate sent a paper among the Jews of 
the place, to ask them whether they would permit the Missiona- 






































ey cman 





7) Israels Advacate. 


ry to preach to them in their synagogue, and if they did, to 
write their names. All the Jews of the place, without exception, 
signed the paper, and the Christian missionary, in his clerical 
robes, delivered to them a sermon of one hour and a half in the 
synagogue, from the place where they are accustomed to read 
the law.” 

What a powerful evidence does this fact afford, that the barriers 
of prejudice against Christians and Christianity, are giving way 
amongst this people ; and who can longer doubt, if the time be 
come for Christians to send forth missionaries to the Jews, when, 
like those of old, they are ready to say, even in their synagogues, 
“ If ye have any word of exhortation to the people, say on.” 
Awful, indeed, would it be, if when the Jews abroad are open- 
ing their sanctuaries to the heralds of salvation, Christians at 
home were found shutting their bearts against the advocates of 
so holy a cause. 

In Berlin itself, a considerable number of Jews have made a 
public profession of their faith in Christ. From a letter, re- 
ceived by one of your Vice-Presidents from a valuable corres- 
pondent, on whose accuracy entire confidence may be reposed, 
dated Berlin, as late as the 7th of February last, your Committee 
extract the following interesting statement :— 

‘In the last year, above one Aundred persons of the Jewish 
poerion were baptized in Berlin, of whom sixty-four were 

aptized in some one of the four churches, under the superin- 
tendence of a distinguished ecclesiastic, and a member of the 
Committee of the Berlin Society. An old and highly respecta- 
ble Jew said to bim, ‘ We are all coming; we cannot hold to 
Judaism any longer.’ ” 

The‘remark that follows, respecting the modern (so called) 
reformed religious worship of the Jews, is deserving of peculiar 
attention :— 

‘* Observe then well, that we must not allow the Jews, under 
the appearance of an approximation on their part, to hold a 
culiar deistical worship. It is not till after the shutting up of this 
new temple, which had existed nine years, that the want of a 
more satisfactory religion shows itself so strongly.” 

Of the spirituality of many of the converts baptized at Berlin, 
Professor Tholuck entertains a good hope, and his account of 
them will be found deeply interesting ; but it is too long to be 
inserted bere, and your Cemmittee must again refer you to the 
Appendix. 

Under the date of the 31st of Dec., this valued agent of the 
Society sends further accounts of the labours of the Prussian 
missionary, Mr. Hendes, from which your Committee will ex- 
tract one or two passages :-— 

‘In one place,” says Mr. Heendes, “ I received a letter from 
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a Jewish schoolmaster, expressing a wish that the Society would 
establish schools among them: he continues, ‘ Go on, dear Sir, 
in your holy employment ; it is that for which we shall pray to- 
morrow morning, that the Lord shall come to Zion. Oh! how 
blessed will that time be, when the branch of Jesse will reign, 
according to Isa. xi., and the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of God. To advance this glorious period is your endeavour, 
and it is mine too.’ ” 

The unusual circumstance of Mr. Hendes having been per- 
mitted to preach the Gospel in their synagogue, seems to have 
made a deep impression on the minds of the Jews, of which the 
following instance is a proof :— 

* All the Jews took me for a Jewish proselyte. One of them 
asked, ‘ How long will you travel about in that way?’ Another 
answered, ‘ Till we shall all be converted.’ The former replied, 
‘ That will take a good while.’ The latter said, ‘ My dear friends, 
who knows what will be the result? Twenty years ago, who 
would have imagined, that a Christian missionary would be per- 
mitted to address a number of Jews in such a friendly way, in 
the house of the director of the synagogue? Who could ever 
have supposed a Christian missionary would be allowed to 
preach to the Jews in their synagogue? These are marvellous 
changes.’ ” 

In another place, Mr. Heendes was addressed by a Jew in 
language which may well renew the zeal of Christians to send 
Missionaries to this long-neglected people :— 

“ I had,” says he, “ a discourse with a Jew on the divinity of 
the Messiah. He questioned it. I proved it by some passages 
from their own. prayer-book, which is a very excellent collection 
of prayers. He was astonished, and exclaimed, I cannot question 
it any longer: Jesus appears really to be the Messiah. I made 
some remarks to him on the obstinacy of the Jews; he replied, 
‘You must not find fault with me, for before you came into the 
country, nobody thought of such things. ‘They are new ideas 
to us.’ ” 

Professor Tholuck concludes thus— 

“ T have no doubt, your heart will rejoice at the multitude of 
instances in which Mr. Hezendes has observed a visible effect 
from his preaching. From a Journal of later date, it appears 
that the Jews of Strzellno, have requested him to deliver to 
them regularly, a discourse on the text of the Pentateuch every 
Sabbath, under the condition not to talk too mach of Christ. 
Upon which he replied, ‘I shall only say so much of Christ, as 
is contained in the Old Testament.’ Thereupon they agreed. 
However, after some weeks, their Jewish preacher wrote a letter 
to the chief Rabbi at Posen, to complain that the members of 
his congregation, instead of attending his discourse, were run- 
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ning every sabbath to hear the Missionary. Upon this, the chief 
Rabbi sent a prohibition, which was cbeyel by a part of the 
Jews; the others, however, did not care about it. An unparal- 
leled fact, from the modern history of missions among the Jews, 
which I beg all the adversaries of your Institution in England 
to observe.” 

Before they quit their account of the operations of the Berlin 
Society, = Committee must once more draw your attention to 
the two Berditchef rabbies, whose interesting history has been 
detailed in the two last Reports. Since the return of Professor 
Tholuck to Berlin, your Committee have received from him the 
following account of their progress :— 

“T shall now give you some further account of the two Ber- 
ditchef proselytes, who continue their preparation. I confess, 
when I came back to Berlin, I was full of apprehensions for them, 
on account of Satan’s numerous devices ; but, thanks be to God, 
I found them as earnestly pressing forward towards the prize of 
their high calling as ever. As to their application, I will only 
observe, that one of them reads the Latin poetry with ease; he 
translates easy Greek prosaists, and writes a good German style : 
all this is no common thing with a Polish learned Jew. What 
difficulties have they to surmount, even to learn to think logi- 
cally! As to their zeal, they continue to draw Jews under the 
Gospel, and, as I have given you an instance, not without effect.” 

nder such circumstances, your Committee fully anticipate 
your approbation when they inform you, that they have resolved 
to employ these converted Israelites as missionaries, on probation 
for a year, to their brethren in Poland, and that they have pro- 
ceeded-to join Mr. M’Caul, and in union with him and his fellow- 
labourers, to make known amongst their brethren the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. 

It was noticed in the last Report, that the Posen Auxiliary 
Society had earnestly requested the appointment of a resident 
Missionary in that place. {In consequence of that desire, your 
Committee determined that Mr. J. G. Bergfeldt should proceed 
there. On his arrival, he was kindly and affectionately received 
by the president of the Posen Society, and Professor Cassius, 
an active member of the Committee. He had not been there 
many weeks, when he was jvined by the Rev. Mr. Wermelskirch, 
who had before left Warsaw in company with Mr. Reichardt, 
intending to visit Posen and the parts adjacent, as they had not 
then received their authority to exercise their missionary func- 
tions in the kingdom of Poland. The president of the Reform- 
ed Churches at Posen invited the Rev. Mr. Wermelskirch to 
preach for him; and some members of the royal family, who 
were present, afterwards kindly assured him of their favour and 

rotection : permission was given him by the president to preach 
in his church every Sabbath day. In consequence of this impor- 
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tant opening, Mr. Wermelskirch determined to continue at Posen 
until Mr. Bergfeldt should be ordained, an arrangement of which 

our Committee fully approved. From her Royal Highness the 
Princess Radzivill, (to whom the cause of Israel had been re- 
commended some years befure by Mr. Way,) the Missionaries 
have received the most gracious attention ; and when she heard 
from them of the service beld expressly for the Jews at Warsaw, 
she intimated her desire that a similar one should be opened at 
Posen, and promised herself te attend it.. On making applica- 
tion to the Rev. Mr. Burnéman, he readily granted his Church 
for this purpose. Accordingly, on the following Sabbath the 
service was commenced, and was attended on that day by fifteen 
Jews, a number which, in afew weeks, increased to seventy-five, 
besides Jewesses. ‘The Missionaries have also been employed 
with unwearied zeal in conversing with the Jews of Posen, on 
the things which belong to their peace, and in circulating Bibles 
and Tracts; and your Committee cannot but anticipate, under 
God’s blessing, a favourable result, at a station where so many 
things have providentially concurred to facilitate their labours. 

Mr. Reichardt, who accompanied Mr. Wermelskirch from 
Warsaw, now proposed to return thither alone, by way of Bres- 
lau; but on bis arrival at that place, he found Mr. Smith there, 
and agreed to accompany him on a Missionary journey, through 
some of the neighbouring countries. During this tour, they had 
an opportunity of visiting many places in those countries, where 
Jews reside in considerable numbers, and of sowing amongst 
them that seed, some of which it may be hoped will spring up, 
and bring forth fruit to the glory of that Saviour in whose name 
and strength they went forth. 

Your Committee will now proceed to give some account of 
what has occurred since the last Anniversary in 


Poland. 


It is with unfeigned thankfulness that they can report that your 
Missionaries have continued their exertions in that country, with 
patience and zeal, and that it has pleased God to bless them, 
both in the way of providence and grace. 

From the government they have received authority and pro- 
tection, in pursuing their Missionary labours amongst the Jews, 
and in some pleasing instances, those labours, it is hoped, have 
not been in vain. Soon after the last annual meeting, your Com- 
mittee received an account from the Rev. Mr. M’Caul, of the 
conversion of an intelligent young Israelite, at Warsaw, whose 
meek, but firm submission to sufferings and persecutions for 
Christ’s sake, afforded a hopeful token that the grace of God had 
taken possession of his heart. For the interesting narrative of 
the circumstances connected with his conversion, your Committee 
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must refer you to the Appendix, only adding, that after receiving 
due instruction, and sustaining trials of no ordinary kind for the 
Gospel’s sake, he was baptized at Warsaw, by the Rev. Mr. 
M’Caul, in December last, in the presence of a multitude of 
Jews, as well as Christians ; and has since conducted himself 
well in the service of a gentleman, who kindly took him into his 
employment. 

In the early part of last year, Messrs. Becker and Reichardt 
made a Missionary tour through some parts of Poland, where 
Jews are found in considerable numbers, and their journal affords 
ample proof of the assiduity with which they laboured to fulfil 
the blessed office they bave undertaken, and not a few evidences 
of the readiness of many of the Jews to listen to their discourses, 
and to receive their Testaments and Tracts. They had also 
frequent opportunities of ministering to the spiritual instruction 
and comfort of some of their German Christian brethren, who 
are scattered about in that country, as sheep without a shepherd, 
and several Jews attended those services. They returned to 
Warsaw on the 6th of March, after a laborious journey of about 
four months. On the 6th of April, the Rev. Messrs. M’Caul 
and Wermelskirch undertook another Missionary tour, in the 
neighbourhood of Warsaw. For a full account of their journey, 
reference must again be made to the Appendix; but the follow- 
ing extracts may be taken as a specimen of the manner in which 
they were employed. Under the date of Wendgrow, April 10, 
1825, they write :— 

At half-past two we returned to our lodging, when the Jews 
came again in crowds. We allowed ten or twelve to come in at 
a time, discoursed with them a while, gave them T'racts, and then 
dismissed them to make room for more. The subjects of dis- 
cussion were the same as yesterday, repentance, a new heart, 
and the atonement of Messiah. As yet we have not found any 
Jew who has opposed our interpretation of Isa. liii. These cun- 
versations and crowds lasted until half-past six, when we were so 
fatigued as to require some cessation ; we went therefore to visit 
the Jew who had been in England. But here the room soon 
filled with respectable and learned Jews, with whom we conversed 
until half-past seven. They spoke in love, and we parted good 
friends, after having stated to them the objects of Messiah’s first 
and second advents, our proofs of the Messiahship of our Lord, 
and the nature of prayer.” 

‘Two days afterwards they write again :— 

‘We have had a multitude of Jews with us, chiefly young 
men, who received Tracts and disputed. Wedearned from them, 
that the Tracts are lent from one to the other. About one bun- 
dred Jews at least were with us, and about as many Tracts dis- 
tributed. Our visits did not cease until past eight o’clock.” 
They returned about the end of April to Warsaw. 
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In the month of June, a journey was made by the Rev. Mr. 
Becker, into the Southern parts of Poland, during which also 
he conversed with many Jews, and distributed a considerable 
number of books. 

On Mr. Becker’s return, another journey was commenced by 
the Rev. Mr. M’Caul, in company with the Proselyte Christian 
Czersker, which continued during the greatest part of July, and 
the events of which were similar to those which have already 
been detailed. It must ever be remembered, that your Mission- 
aries do not go forth as reapers, but as ploughers and sowers, 
and for such work this journey afforded many new and impor- 
tant occasions. It was on his return from this tour, that Mr. 
M’Caul made known to the Committee the deep impression which 
his mind had received of the want of a translation of the Old 
Testament into the Judeo-Polish, which he did in the following 
terms :-— 

“| returned on Friday evening from a most prosperous tour 
amongst the Jews, of which, D. V., 1 shall send the first part of 
my journal by the next post. I now write to press upon the 
Committee, an undertaking of the deepest importance to your 
mission in Poland; it is a Judeo-Polish translation of the Old 
Testament. From this we all anticipate results far greater than 
from the circulation of Tracts. By this we hope to be the in- 
struments of conferring a blessing, both upon learned and un- 
learned, besides that we shall thereby extend our own sphere of 
usefulness in at least a four-fold degree. It is generally calcu- 
lated that there are in the Russian dominions two millions and a 
half of Jews: out of these, at the very highest calculation, there 
are only 500,000 who understand Hebrew enough to be able to 
read the whole Bible, especially the Prophets, so that there are 
four-fifths of the Jewish population to whom our exertions can- 
not extend, as they cannot translate the passages which we ad- 
duce out of the prophets. Of these there are two-fifths, a million 
of souls, all the Jewish women, and many poor Jews, who do not 
know one word of Hebrew, who have never read one single verse 
in that blessed book which maketh wise unto salvation, and who 
are, to the full, as ignorant of the most common histories in the 
Bible, as the Hottentots. How are we to a these people ? 
Whence are we to draw our arguments? By what means are we 
to overcome their blind prejudices? Only, only by giving them 
the Old Testament in the only language which they understand. 

“The other two-fifths of the unlearned, understand some 
Hebrew ; they have learnt the five books of Moses, some of the 
Psalms, and a very few portions of the Prophets. To this class 
belong almost all the schoolmasters. his class, however, 
knows nothing more than what Rashi has written in his most 
pernicious, baneful, and even filthy commentary. As they learn 
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the text and the commentary together, mostly by rote, so when 
a text is quoted, they do not think of the grammatical meaning 
and the context, but of the commentary, which they have learnt. 
It is in vain that your Missionaries attempt to show, that these 
explanations are contrary to grammar, and to the Bible. They 
have learned no grammar, and do not know the root, the tense, 
or the mood, or hardly even whether a word be a substantive, 
an adjective, or a verb. If we quote another verse of the Bible, 
to show that it contradicts Rashi’s commentary, either they can- 
not translate it, and will not accept our translation, or they know 
Rashi’s commentary upon this verse also, and so the argument 
goes on ad infinitum. Now, a Jewish translation would in time 
supersede Rashi, so that the rising generation would translate 
better, and it would be particularly usefui in regard to the Pro- 
phets, of which few of this class of Jews have learned the com- 
mentary. Besides this, Rashi himself is often so obscure, that 
the schoolmasters themselves do not understand bim, and are 
obliged to puzzle out Rashi’s meaning by reading the commen- 
tary upon Rashi’s commentary called D’°D 3M °3* (the lips 
of the wise men.”) 

It has already been stated, that your Committee consented to 
Mr. M’Caul’s proposal to undertake this translation, with the 
help of some intelligent natives, and he has since that time been 
indefatigably employed in carrying it on. The Rev. Messrs. 
Wendt and Hoff, as was stated in the last report, have been sta- 
tioned at Petrikaw, where they have been usefully employed, 
occasionally, however, making journeys similar to those of their 
brethren, fetes which, they have not only laboured amongst 
the Jews, but have had opportunities on the Sabbath of preaching, 
and administering Divine Ordinances to the German colonists, 
who are much in want of Pastoral help. A short extract from 
their journal will be sufficient to show the manner in which the 
efforts of these Missionaries also were received by the Jews. 
Describing what occurred at one place, Mr. Wendt says— 

‘* Sept. 19, Lord’s day.—I had scarcely risen when Jews came 
for books. I distributed Tract No 9, till nine o’clock, to about 
twenty Jews, and accompanied each book with a short exhor- 
tation to the person who received it, to provide for the salvation 
of his soul. At nine o’clock we all went to Church, which I left 
with a secret prayer, “ Lord, send thou faithful labourers into 
thy harvest.” I first hesitated to enter to-day into conve-sation 
with the Jews, but the thought that our Lord healed on the 
Sabbath day, that the Priests did not pollute the Sabbath by 
killing the sacrifices, that the Christian Minister labours for the 
salvation of souls, led me to the determination that I not only 
might bear witness before Israel, of the great love of God in 
Christ, but that it was my duty, when opportunity offered, to 
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devote this day of rest to Israel. After dinner, the concourse of 
Jews was again great, and I had also some disputations. Till 
late at night Jews were with me, and I distributed upwards of an 
hundred tracts of all sorts.” 


(To be continued. ) 


-208- 
POETRY. 


‘*Ts it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ?”—LamEntTaTions. 


Wao art thou of the veiled countenance, 

That sittest by the way, alone—alone, 

Looking a queenly widow ? thy drooped hair 
Kissed by the dust—thy vest, incarnardined, 
As from the wine-press of the wrath of God— 
Thine ancient harp beside thee without string, 
In exile from its music? Answer me! 


* Who art THov that constrainest thus my wo 
To answer thee? If ever thou hast walked 

I’ the caverned past, to make its echoes speak — 
If face to face thou stoodest with the dead 

Ages, to mark the features of their ghosts— 
Then say what thou hast heard most wonderful — 
Then say what thou hast seen most excellent, 

In all the earth, and J will answer thee !” 


I heard a rushing from the mighty sea, 

Which was not of his waters! man and horse, 
Woman and child, harper and trumpeter, 

Did send the noise of lip from the old seat 

Of silence and the waves: Leviathan 

Quaked at the sound o’ the trumpet—and the tongue 
Of all the shrunken deep was chained with dread. 
I saw a mountain, garmented in clouds 

Which ever and anon the lightnings rent— 

In whose path did the thunders shout, deep-voiced, 
As those who rush to battle! There was fear 
Below, among the people! On their brows 
Swung the tempestuous light, while all their hosts 
Murmured and heaved like woods i’ the wind. Our God, 
The Lord, whose shadow is the light of worlds, 
Dwelt on that cloud-girt mount—their Lawgiver ! 
I saw a glorious City. At her gates 

The Elders sat rejoicing—in her streets, 

The young men touched instruments musical— 
The Lord was in her temple! Thou dost know 
Zion! Now answer me! 


“Oh wo! Oh wo! a 
Wo for the pleasant things! Go back to Time— » 
And find what thou hast seen most desolate i 
In all the earth; and I will answer thee !” 
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I saw the glorious City! she who erst 

Was full of people, sat in solitude : 

Her Elders bad all ceased from her gate, 

Her young men from their music : in the streets 
Men staggered, as the blind, with blooded vest— 
And none did touch them ; for there came a cry, 
“ Touch not! it is unclean—depart : depart !” 
And so they fled and wandered! Then I knew 
That they had crucified their King, the Christ— 
Therefore the crown had fallen from their brows— 
Therefore their mountain waxed desolate, 
Whereon the foxes walk—therefore their dance 
Turned to mourning—their heart’s juy to wo— 
Their organ to the voice of them that weep ! 
Now answer me. 


“]T’ the voice of them that weep, 
I answer thee! wo for the Holy Place! 
She who was great among the multitudes, 
She who was Princess among provinces, 
She who was called the joy of all the earth, 
Beauty’s perfection, and the throne of God— 
How doth she crouch in darkness—the despised— 
The hissing of the nations—pouring her heart, 
Like water, i’ the night watches! | unveil 
Her face to thee: her beauty is departed — 
Her lovers stand afar off—she duth stretch 
Her chained hands uncomforted! For thee, 
Tell me from whence the light upen thy brow, 
And tell from whence the Book within thy clasp ; 
What dost thou find therein ?” 


The Crucified ! 
He who redeems His people from their sins! 
Comfort to Israel !—Peace !— 


“ Oh Christian man! 
Give me toy Book !”— 





